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Death Sentences

3,117 people

18,848 people

fppt.com



Use of the Death Penalty

pppppppp



\T  |n 2016, at least
%.

-~

L% Use of the Death Penalty

e = )
(¥ 4

were executed. (The
figure excludes executions in China, where data on
the use of the death penalty is a state secret.)

This is than in 2015, in which Al noted a
record number of people executed since 1989.

Four countries accounted for 87% of the executions:
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. Iran itself
accounted for 55%.

In Singapore, were recorded as having
been executed in 2016. (It is believed that more than
seven had the death penalty imposed on them last
year, and more than 38 are on death row.)
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mandatory death sentences

Singapore
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Abolition or Retention

104 (52.5%)

7 (3.5%)

30 (15.2%)
141 (71.2%)
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e L. Abolition or Retention

Abolitionist and Retentionist Countries as at 31
December 2016

B Abolitionist for all crimes
B Abolitionist for ordinary crimes

I Abolitionist in practice

M Retentionist
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N. ¢ Nonetheless, the situation in a country can change
quickly.

%‘ * Al noted thatin 2016, the Philippines and Turkey

| pledged to reintroduce the death penalty as a

measure to tackle crime and threats to national
security, even though both countries are parties to
treaties on the abolition of the death penalty. In
November 2016, the Philippines House of
Representatives started considering a bill to
reintroduce the death penalty.

 Maldives took steps to resume executions after more
than 60 years.
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s * On 19 December 2016, the UN General Assembly
adopted GA Resolution 71/187, its sixth resolution
%‘ on a moratorium on the use of the death penalty.

 The resolution called on all States to respect
international standards that provided safeguards
guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing
the death penalty, to comply with their obligations
on consular relations, to progressively restrict death
penalty use, to establish a moratorium on
executions, and to make available relevant
disaggregated data.



117 countries (60.6%).

The death
penalty was an issue of criminal justice, not of human
rights.

fppt.com



Q

w Abolition or Retention

.(_' > - .

s Some reasons given by countries for retaining the
death penalty, and responses (Reprieve, 2010):

%‘  “The death penalty acts as a deterrent, and therefore
| reduces crime.”

= 88% of criminologists do not think it is an effective
deterrent.

= According to the UN Development Programme,
the five countries with the highest homicide rates
that do not impose the death penalty have almost
half of the murders per 100,000 people of the five

countries with the highest homicide rates that do
impose the death penalty.
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