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REGIONAL COOPERATION NEWSLETTER

South East Asia & the Pacific

Bulletin #1 / 2009
Dear ICSW Members and Friends

Greetings for 2009 by way of this, our first ICSW SEAP Regional Bulletin for the year. No doubt you have all been hard at work for a number of months already and we hope everything is going well so far. 
By way of introduction I come from a background of work on the following issues: women, migrant workers, HIV and human rights. I have worked as a teacher, a journalist, a researcher and in senior management. For almost two decades I have been involved in issues related to social justice. It is my honour and privilege to serve the region together with each of you and all our members who form part of this regional family. 
It is my hope that we can all work towards continuing the good work of Michael's (Michael Raper who was the previous Regional President) and improve efforts where needed.  I am working on the regional plans and will be in communication more precisely on this. In the meantime please post us any updates on appropriate e-mails for contacts in your organisation. I look forward to meeting each of you someday and to hearing from you.

It is now time to report on last year and commence ICSW action for the region for 2009. As you know we had some great successes in 2008, once again thanks to the wonderful work of Michael Raper. 

Follow-up to ASEAN GO-NGO Forum

Following the 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum in Manila on 2 December 2008, we presented the recommendations to the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Social Welfare and Development (SOMSWD). Copies of the GO-NGO Forum recommendations and the report from the SOMSWD meeting are attached. 

Annual Report 

Please find below a brief annual report on our work in 2008 which was only possible due to all the hard work of all of you. Well done! In the next Bulletin we will be seeking your input on building on these successes in 2009. You may find it valuable to copy this report and send it to the members of your governing Council or Board so all are kept informed of the work of ICSW in the region and hopefully will see the value of the annual membership fees. This report has been submitted to ICSW Global Office for publication in the official ICSW Global Annual Report.

Bulletin #2, with details of the SEAP Program for 2009 will be sent out shortly. Once again, best wishes for 2009.

Braema Mathiaparanam, President, South East Asia & Pacific Region, ICSW

Julia Fountain, Senior Regional Officer, South East Asia & Pacific, ICSW

ICSW Annual Report 2008 South East Asia & Pacific Region
A successful Strengthening National Councils Training Programme based on the Mauritius model was held in Kuala Lumpur in August 2008 hosted by the National Council of Welfare and Social Development Malaysia. This training was attended by representatives from ICSW member organisations and peak bodies from nine ASEAN countries and three Pacific countries. Sessions included the role and governance of a national council, influencing policy agendas and government budgets, working with ASEAN and developing national work plans.

ASEAN GO-NGO Forum: The 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum on social policy was held in Manila in December 2008, hosted by the Philippines Department of Social Welfare and Development.  Senior Officials from Social Welfare and Development portfolios from ASEAN countries, ICSW members and representatives reviewed progress on key issues of social protection schemes, human trafficking, people with disabilities and capacity building. 

ICSW’s updated publications “Trafficking and related labour exploitation in the ASEAN region” and “Social Protection in ASEAN: issues and challenges for ASEAN and its member countries” were presented at this Forum.  A new research paper commissioned by ICSW, “Closing the Gap: Making the Rights-Based Approach Real for People with Disabilities in the ASEAN Region”, was presented for national consultation and finalisation for the 4th GO-NGO Forum in Singapore in December 2009. Country reports from National Councils addressing implementation of recommendations of the 1st and 2nd ASEAN GO-NGO Forums were tabled. 

The SOMSWD noted the Forum’s recommendations and in addition recommended that participation of NGOs in the Forum should be expanded and that the Forum’s work on trafficking in persons should coordinate with other ASEAN bodies such as the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime. In relation to the impact of climate change on socially vulnerable groups, the SOMSWD recommended close coordination with relevant ASEAN bodies in particular the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Environment.
At the December meeting Mr Michael Raper was thanked for his invaluable contribution by ICSW National Council representatives in a special farewell dinner.
Publications

Workshop Evaluation of Strengthening National Councils Training, Kuala Lumpur August, 2008

Closing the Gap: Making the Rights-Based Approach Real for People with Disabilities in the ASEAN Region, December 2008
Trafficking and related labour exploitation in the ASEAN region (updated)

Social Protection in ASEAN: issues and challenges for ASEAN and its member countries (updated)
Funding

Throughout the year ICSW has been mindful of the need to broaden its funding base to develop its activities. Meetings have been held with the ASEAN Foundation and AusAid (Indonesia) and we will also be looking at new sources of funding where the opportunities arise. We are extremely grateful for the financial support from the Governments of Sweden and Finland, through ICSW, without which we would not have been able to undertake this work.
Plans for 2009

In many ways, 2009 is going to be a year where we deepen the work that Mr Michael Raper has started.  We aim to strengthen our networks, build up our capacity and be prepared to participate fully as advocates as specialists in our field or work. There is much we can do to strengthen capacity of National Councils and their partners to operate both at their national level and in the two regional groupings of governments in the South East Asia & Pacific region.  This is on our agenda for 2009.
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